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garded as certain that, had any of his relatives occupied a position of
importance, the fact would have been stressed by Mirza Mahdi.
When Nadir was still a youth, he took the step that was destined to
lead him to higher things. Being unwilling to follow permanently the
humble vocation of his father, he entered the service of Baba 'Ali Beg
Kusa Ahmadlu who was chief of the Afshars of the town of Abivard and
was Dabit or Governor of that place. By dint of his ability and bravery,
he speedily attracted the favourable notice of his master, and rose in time
to be not only the commander of his guards, but also his son-in-law.1
The Indian authority, 'Abdu'l-Karim Kashmiri, states, possibly correctly,
that Baba 'Ali Beg, after the death of Imam Quli Beg, married his widow,
who was Nadir's step-mother. Being struck with the intelligence of
the youthful Nadir, Baba 'AH Beg gave him one of his daughters in
marriage, thus providing him with his real start in .life.8
On the 2jth Jumadi I, 1131 (i5th April, 1719), Rida Quli, Nadir's
eldest son, was born. A few years later his wife died ; soon afterwards,
he married another of Baba 'Ali Beg's daughters, Gauhar Shad3 by name,
who bore him two sons, Nasrullah and Imam Quli. According to
Muhammad Kazim of Merv,4 Nadir called his second son Murtacla Quli,
but he changed this name to Nasrullah (meaning the " victory of Allah ")
after he had gained the battle of Karnal in 1739. The employment or
characteristically Shi'a names like Rida Quli, Imam Quli (for Nadir's
father and his third son) and Murtada Quli suggests that his family was
Shi'a and that he himself belonged to that sect when he was young;
it has always been asserted hitherto that Nadir was born and brought up
a Sunni, but there does not appear to be any definite proof that this was so.
The history of the next few years is obscure, and many improbable
stories are recorded. It appears that Baba 'Ali Beg died in 1723,
and that he left his property to Nadir ; Sir John ^Malcolm's statement5
that Nadir murdered his father-in-law seems most improbable. For one
thing, such an act would have led to a family feud. It is a well-established
fact that Baba 'Ali Beg's three sons all entered Nadir's service, in which
they attained eminent positions ; had there been a feud, this could hardly
have happened.
Owing to tribal opposition, Nadir was unable to succeed to his
late father-in-law's position as chief of the Afshars of Abivard. After
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